
The Club year ends with the Christmas Lunch
on Friday 18th December and I hope to see as
many members as possible to wish them
season’s greetings.

The Royal Perth offers many activities and
events catering for a diverse range of interests
in convivial surroundings. Going forward into
next year I hope that we can continue to
increase membership by promoting that
message. 

Lee Bushby
Club Captain

The Club’s golf season drew to a close in
October with a final match against The
Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers at
Muirfield. Despite a valiant rallying cry from
the Captain we failed to defeat our opponents
who were better adapted to the East Coast
showers that always seem to accompany our
away matches.

The Autumn General Meeting proved to be a
lively occasion. Your Council had agreed that
there was a need to increase income to
strengthen the financial position of the Club
and provide funds for major renovation works
both externally and internally. After many
contributions from the floor a compromise was
agreed in respect of the size of the subscription
increase for 2016.  At the subsequent Council
meeting Brian McLean was invited to convene
a sub committee to examine and prioritise the
building works required. Alternative methods
of financing the work will be presented to
members in the Spring.

The Annual Dinner and Prize giving was well
attended and members were entertained by the
inimitable Professor David Purdie with his mix
of anecdotes from medicine, sport and politics.
Eric and his team produced an excellent meal,
befitting of the occasion. 

Captain’s
Report - 
Winter
2015
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Secretary’s Slot
I wish all members a Happy Festive Season. It
will be over all too soon so a reminder that
the Club reopens on Monday 4th January.
And I wish our staff of June, Eric, Pat and
Amanda to have a well earned break. Please
show your appreciation of them by donating
to the Staff Christmas Fund when paying your
subscription.

Congratulations to Alan Christie on his
Award from the Stroke Association. “Sheer
hard work and determination has given him a
good quality of life” after his stroke of 3 years
ago. Alan is back on the golf course again and
will be a force to be reckoned with again in
our competitions. He may even organise the
Petanque Group in the spring.

And congratulations to Gordon Wilson of
Carbon Financial Partners for receiving the
2015 Personal Finance Sector Award in
London from the Chartered Financial
Planners.
We have talent of all kinds in our midst! 

A great speech was made by Professor David
Purdie at our Annual Dinner I hear, although
I was away and missed it (first time in over 20
years) 

Some of the highlights of the year were the
talk by David Climie on the Queensferry
Crossing, the visit to the Scottish Parliament,
the African Night and the Quiz Night. Let us
hope that we have another successful year. It
promises well with a new Military History
Group starting up.

Donald McDonald

Treasurer’s Report
The 2015 financial surplus will be slightly
higher than reported to the Autumn General
Meeting, mainly because the investigative
works to uncover any material damage
behind the main stairwell and surrounds is
still to commence. The downside, of course,
is that this will become a 2016 expense.

2016 Subscription Notices were sent out
week beginning 23rd November, so all
members should be in receipt by now. Would
any member who has not yet received their
notification, please let me know and I will
send a second copy. 

The second stock of logo’d Double Canopy
Golf Umbrellas are now in stock. In response
to member feedback Navy, and Navy/White
are available this time. Price has been
retained at £25, representing excellent value
when compared with retail outlets. Provision
of Sleeveless Sweaters with the club logo
have been explored. Minimum orders of 24
with a Selling Price of £55 have deterred any
progress. However a demand in the region of
20 or so members would alter this position. 

David Begbie
Treasurer
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Golfing Miscellany

The 15th hole - perhaps not at its best!

Two of our members, Charlie Gallagher and Michael Norval,
pictured at The Renaissance Club having won The Aviva
Masters trophy in its inaugural year. Sponsored by Aviva and
organised by Perth County Golf Union, the knockout
competition was open to pairs of P&K golfers.

Golf is not easy!



The Quizmasters

The Winners!
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It has been a testing year in the markets. At
the start of 2015 the FTSE.100 stood at 6,542.
In May it topped 7,000 and as I write
12th.Dec.it is now 5,952, a drop of 9% on the
year. Against this back drop RPI Club has
done remarkably well. We paid out £11,300
to four members.

After taking this payout into account our
portfolio now stands at £93,200 a rise of
12.5% on the year. We are now looking
forward to a jolly Annual Dinner with our
friends in the ACI Club. On behalf of our
members I wish everyone a Happy Christmas
and dare I say it, a prosperous New Year.

Ralph Giulianotti

Quiz night, 
26th October

RP Investment Club

A.C. Investment Club
Our Chairman Bob McGowan has asked me to write
something for him about this Club as he will not
return from his trip to Western Australia until after
publication date, a lame excuse as he is very
proficient with the keyboard and has seldom been
known to be short of words. As a civil engineer he’ll
have a thing or two to say about the Forth Road
Bridge disaster.

But to the A C Investment Club. The letters of
course stand for Atholl Crescent and not Anything
Considered or Always Correct or even Awful
Catastrophe. I think it would be fair to say that we
have not sparkled in our choices of investments but
have had good going arguments about what to buy
and what to sell and give the Chairman plenty of
scope to exercise his casting vote. As we look back
on some of the investments we have sold we find that
they have shot up in value. Ouch!  However we have
had some successes and have good fun in continuing
to try to beat the market.

Donald McDonald



The first round of Winter Matches was played
during October and early November at a
variety of courses throughout the area, with
one notable exception! The intrepid four,
Messrs. Young, Mitchell, Rutherford and Telfer
played their match in Portugal at Penina. The
lengths some will go to avoid winter greens!
The second round of matches was drawn at the
dinner on the 12th November and will be
completed in time for our last dinner of 2015
which is on Thursday 10th December. 
To date, Mike Norval remains unbeaten for any
matches played during this or any previous
winters, so we wait to see which pairing will
finally claim a victory over him (and partner).

Our winter dinner dates have been agreed for
2016. These are:-

Thursday 28th January
Thursday 25th February
Thursday 24th March

Winter Golf
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

January
Monday 4th  Club premises re-open

Sunday 10th   Sunday lunch

Tuesday 12th  Investment Clubs Dinner 7 for
7.30pm

Friday 15th  Magazine Auction  after lunch

Friday 22nd  Clay Target Shooting

Tuesday 26th  Walking Group

Thursday 28th   Golf-Dinner Match 6.30  for
7pm

The winter dinners and matches are a great
way to keep your competitive juices flowing in
anticipation of the next full season and are
good fun. All golfers are welcome, and even if
you don’t intend to play during some of the
winter months, you are very welcome to come
along to the dinners.

Jake Harris

Photo from Annual Prize Giving.
Andrew Christie as golf secretary, our Captain having

collected his prize, and our guest speaker
David Purdie
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Military History Interest Group

Following a chance discussion over lunch (and a good bottle of wine) one Friday a
few weeks ago between Cameron Horne, Ian Beattie, Jack Harley and Jake Harris, it
was thought there may be sufficient interest among members to initiate an Interest
Group in Military History.
With that in mind, it is intended to hold a meeting of interested members on
Wednesday 3rd February 2016 at the clubhouse. The meeting will start at 6.30pm,
with a guest speaker giving a talk on The Battle of Loos 1915 starting at 7.00.  Dinner
will then be served between 8.00-8.30 at a cost of £15.

The guest speaker has kindly been arranged for us by Cameron and will provide an
expert view on this most iconic of WW1 battles (the first time the British Army used
chlorine gas).
A notice will be placed on the Board at the club. Any member (and guest) who is
interested in coming to this evening should let either Ian or Jake know by e-mail, or
by adding their names to the notice.

It is the hope that the Interest Group will generate an exchange of information and
knowledge among members, with some members already having particular expertise
on a variety of subjects such as WW2, American Civil War, Napoleonic Wars, The
Crusades and The Roman Army. The floor will be open for other ideas, so if you have
any views on future talks and how we can help each other, such as arranging book
exchanges or visits to sites of interest, please come along. All are welcome and we
look forward to seeing you on the 3rd February. 

Angling Group

Many thanks to those of you who joined us on our various outings through 2015.
It's planned to have lunch followed by a short meeting on Friday 11th December to
discuss the programme for 2016. If you can join us or have any suggestions for
venues, salmon or trout, please come along, or contact me by phone or email.

If you can join us next year you would be most welcome. 

Seasons greetings. 
John McEwan
Fishing Convenor
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The Mitchell Salver competition was hotly
contested this year. A slight alteration in the
scoring system made it even an even more
competitive contest that ran throughout the
year with the winner only decided at the final
shoot in November.

In what can only be described the most
unpleasant of mornings with heavy sleet falling,
Jeremy Corke stormed through putting in a
very high, handicap assisted, score to leap
forward of the three joint leaders to win the
competition outright. Martin Cameron  came
second four shots behind the winner with Brian
McLean and Tony Ross in joint third place a
further shot behind.

The clay section dinner was held at the Club on
Friday 27th November, it proved once again to
be a most convivial occasion and special
mention goes to the Club Manager for a
splendid meal enjoyed by all. My thanks also go
to the Club Captain who kindly joined us for
the evening.

As we look back over the year the average
attendance at our monthly shoots has been 12
with a home match against the New Club and
another against the Officers of 45 Commando,
Condor, that RPGS won and a return match
that we lost against the Marines at Condor
albeit on the pistol range.

A full programme of events is planned for 2016
including an outing in May to Hopetoun House
for a simulated game shooting day.

Tony Ross

Clay Section, December update

Jeremy Corke, our 2015 winner, posing with the Mitchell Salver
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Curling Section
Unfortunately, due to school holidays, and
the rigours of harvest and the tattie howking
– or so the New Club thought, RPGS were
only able to raise 7 players for the away leg
of our annual double rink challenge against
The New Club, Edinburgh at Murrayfield
Curling Club. However, in order to make up
our numbers, our opponents came to our
rescue and offered us a new member of their
Club – David MacLure who had expressed
an interest in curling, but hadn't thrown a
stone for around 30 years.

The 7 intrepid curlers set off in two cars
from Broxden, and after rendezvousing in
the car park at Murrayfield, 5 of team were
able to make good use of their bus passes to
get them into the New Club in Princes
Street for mid day (one had forgotten his bus
pass – an age thing?, so he and Kerr had to
pay the exact fare)
On arrival early and after a pleasant drinks
reception overlooking Princes Street
Gardens and Edinburgh Castle, we were
once again treated to an excellent meal with
some quality wines and the odd glass of port,
presided over by their Curling Society
President, Brigadier Charles Ritchie, who
welcomed RPGS and treated the team to a
most interesting grace with may not have
been as well accepted in the Scottish
Parliament. Secretary of the Curling Society,
Michael Brown, is once again to be
congratulated on his choice of menu, and
Bill Duncan offered a vote of thanks on
behalf of RPGS for the hospitality provided,
and Michael's assistance in providing a
eighth player.

It was then out to Murrayfield Curling Club,
but this time being driven by our
opposition.

Teams were:
The New Club Rink 1 : Gavin Hepburn (Skip), Michael
Brown, James Young, Charles Ritchie

Rink 2 : Ian Miller (Skip), Gordon Bellingham, John
McCulloch, Andrew Campbell

Royal Perth Golf Club Rink 1 ; Bill Duncan ( Skip),
George Delgaty, Kerr Watson, David MacLure

Rink 2 : Hamish Milne (Skip), Ed Connal, Bob Reid, Hans
Lindebo

The games started with the Milne rink taking an
early 2 shot lead, whilst the Duncan rink had
clearly thoroughly enjoyed the hospitality
and after 4 ends had slipped to 4 shots to one
deficit. In the second half of the match, the
Milne rink stretched away to an eventual 9 shots
to 1 victory, and the Duncan rink managed to
get their act together and get to grips with the
ice, to overtake The New Club rink skipped by
Gavin Hepburn, to win by 9 shots to 4 giving
Royal Perth an overall win by 18 shots to 5.

After a drink with our opposition, the 7 Royal
Perth curlers set off for home satisfied that they
had once again upheld the good name of our
Club on the ice.

The return match will take place on 2nd
February at Dewars Centre, Perth, and we are
short of a couple of curlers - Your Club Needs 
You!!!! 

Anyone who is interested in joining this intrepid
group of curlers should please contact Bill
Duncan, who is also looking to expand slightly
next season's fixture list to 3 or 4 matches (based
on the quality of lunch) - I am advised that
Royal Burgess are looking at setting up a curling
section, and The Western Club may be able to
provide opposition!!!!!"

Watch this space.

Bill Duncan



Our Best Day?
For some of us 10th August 2012 was the Best
Day for the Club in its recent history. That was
when our Royal Patron, Prince Andrew, had
lunch with us - the first Patron ever to enter our
portals.
That was a wonderful occasion but in my book it
takes second place to Tuesday 7th July 1998.

On that day 6 of us, John Blair, David Robertson
and the late Ian McKenzie, Mick Kirkland, Peter
Campbell and Jimmie Lumsden were driven by
me in a hired minibus to Bath Street, Glasgow to
the auction house of Christie's for the sale of
some of our memorabilia - not the family silver-
no silver was on offer. I had some difficulty
parking the minibus as most nearby carparks had
overhead bars preventing minibuses of my height
entering. However I found a place eventually and
rushed to the auction hall.

The whole process of selling our memorabilia had
started way back. It involved an Extraordinary
General Meeting the previous July and was
driven forward  by David Robertson (no longer a
member,  who now lives in Nairn) and the then
Captain, John Blair. 
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Christie's had done a fantastic job of advertising
our 57 Lots, the reserve prices totalling £222,741.
They had displayed the most valuable golf clubs
in America to show them off to the maximum
number of prospective purchasers.

The first of our Lots was a rare 18th century
metal headed blade putter with a reserve of
£30,000 to £50,000. The bidding started at
£10,000 and went swiftly up to £30,000. It stuck
there for what I thought was  a lifetime  but then
at last it continued in bids of £5,000. It went
quickly up and up with two bidders bidding
against each. They only stopped when the
hammer fell at £95,000 - a world record - that
still stands. I knew then that the whole exercise
would be a resounding success. And it was. Our
Lots raised a total of £320,000, nearly £100,000
more than our wildest dreams. 

We all had a marvellous lunch in the Royal
Scottish Automobile Club before returning in
triumph to Perth. The Courier did us proud on
their front page the next  day.

Donald McDonald



New Members
Michael Mullins

Michael is rejoining us for the second
time. He was originally nominated for mem-
bership by Kenneth Simpson in  2003 and hav-
ing been a member for two years he resigned,
as his work as a banker in Edinburgh did not
allow him time to use our facilities. He joined
us again in January 2009 but again resigned in
December 2009 due to work commitments. He
is a golfer and knows quite a number of our
members including his neighbours, Charlie
Gallagher and John Steven.

And we welcome two new Associate Members
(will this start a trend?): 

Mrs Irene Shepherd, wife of David Shepherd
and Mrs Moira Begbie, wife of David Begbie.

Both are golfers and we hope they make good
use of the Club facilities. However we shall not
see Irene soon as she is wintering away with
David in South Africa.

This Winter 2015 Edition of
RePortaGeS is published by

The Royal Perth Golfing Society
and County and City Club,

1 Atholl Crescent, Perth  PH1 5NG
www.rpgs.org.uk

This is a Winter activity. Bridge Tuesdays will
recommence on the 5th January and will run
through till the end of March.

David Begbie
Bridge Convenor 

The intrepid ‘Bridgers’ have been meeting
each Tuesday since October. We have a pool
of 15 players, but early winter holidays etc
reduces this number to 8 per week. Bonar
Watson heads the mini league, the mechanics
of which are only known to the organiser - so
all could change with minimal effort. 

More players are most welcome, so as reported
last time, please let me know if you are
interested in joining us. The goal is the have 3
tables of four as the regular number. We start
at 10.15am on a Tuesday, and play till about
12.30pm and then some stay on for lunch. If
you are interested please  contact me by the
Sunday before so we can ensure a multiple of 4
arrive on the day.

Bridge


